
General Information 1

GENERAL INFORMATION
Bowdoin is an independent, nonsectarian, coeducational, residential,
undergraduate, liberal arts college located in Brunswick, Maine, a town of
approximately 20,000 situated close to the Maine coast, twenty-five miles
from Portland and about 120 miles from Boston.

Terms and Vacations: The College holds two sessions each year. The
dates of the semesters and the vacation periods are indicated in the
College Calendar (https://catalogue.bowdoin.edu/calendar/).

Accreditation: Bowdoin College is accredited by the New England
Commission of Higher Education (NECHE).

Enrollment: The student body numbers 1,915 students (48 percent men,
52 percent women; last two classes: 49/51 and 49/51 percent); nearly
300 students study away one or both semesters annually; 95 percent
complete the degree within five years.

Faculty: Student/faculty ratio 9:1; the equivalent of 197 full-time faculty
in residence, 98 percent with PhD or equivalent; twenty-two full-time head
athletic coaches.

Geographic Distribution of Students: New England, 34 percent; Middle
Atlantic states, 21 percent; Midwest, 8 percent; West, 17 percent;
Southwest, 4 percent; South, 8 percent; international, 8 percent. Forty-
eight states, the District of Columbia, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands,
and fifty-three foreign countries are represented. Student of color and
international enrollment are 44 percent.

Statistics: As of June 2023, 42,950 students have matriculated at
Bowdoin College, and 34,888 degrees in academic programs have been
awarded. In addition, earned master’s degrees have been awarded to 274
postgraduate students. Living alumni include 22,444 graduates, 2,212
non-graduates, and 124 honorary degree holders (33 alumni, 91 non-
alumni).

Offices and Office Hours: The Admissions Office is located in Burton-
Little House. The Offices of the President and Dean for Academic Affairs
are located in the west side of Hawthorne-Longfellow Library. The
Treasurer’s Office is located at 82 Federal Street. The Controller’s Office is
located at 216 Maine Street, 2nd Floor, and the Human Resources Office
is located at 216 Maine Street. The Development and Alumni Relations
offices are located at 83 and 85 Federal Street and in Copeland House.
The Office of the Registrar is located at 240 Maine Street. The Division
of Student Affairs and the Office of Career Exploration and Development
are in the Moulton Union. The Counseling Service is located at 32 College
Street. The Department of Facilities Management and the Office of Safety
and Security are in Rhodes Hall.

In general, the administrative offices of the College are open from 8:30
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Telephone Switchboard: Bowdoin College uses an automated call
processing system on its main number, 207-725-3000. A live operator
can be reached twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, by pressing
“0.” Further information about telephone numbers can be found at
bowdoin.edu/directory (https://www.bowdoin.edu/directory/).

Bowdoin College Website: bowdoin.edu (https://www.bowdoin.edu/).

Liberal Education at Bowdoin
William DeWitt Hyde’s “The Offer of the College” spelled out a vision of
the aspirations of a liberal education appropriate to the early twentieth
century. Many elements of it still have currency more than one hundred
years later. At the beginning of the twenty-first century, a vastly changed
College in a dramatically altered world provides a related but expanded
offer—of intellectual challenge and personal growth in the context of an
active and engaged learning community closely linked to the social and
natural worlds.

A liberal education cultivates the mind and the imagination; encourages
seeking after truth, meaning, and beauty; awakens an appreciation of
past traditions and present challenges; fosters joy in learning and sharing
that learning with others; supports taking the intellectual risks required to
explore the unknown, test new ideas, and enter into constructive debate;
and builds the foundation for making principled judgments. It hones the
capacity for critical and open intellectual inquiry—the interest in asking
questions, challenging assumptions, seeking answers, and reaching
conclusions supported by logic and evidence. A liberal education rests
fundamentally on the free exchange of ideas—on conversation and
questioning—that thrives in classrooms, lecture halls, laboratories,
studios, dining halls, playing fields, and residence halls. Ultimately, a
liberal education promotes independent thinking, individual action, and
social responsibility.

Since its opening in 1802, Bowdoin has understood the obligation
to direct liberal education toward the common good. In the twenty-
first century, that obligation is stronger than ever. The challenge of
defining a “common good” and acting on it is highlighted, however, in an
interconnected world of widely varied cultures, interests, resources, and
power. To prepare students for this complexity, a liberal education must
teach about differences across cultures and within societies. At the same
time, it should help students understand and respect the values and
implications of a shared natural world and human heritage. By doing so, a
liberal education will challenge students to appreciate and contend with
diversity and the conflicts inherent in differing experiences, perspectives,
and values at the same time that they find ways to contribute to the
common project of living together in the world.

Although a liberal education is not narrowly vocational, it provides the
broadest grounding for finding a vocation by preparing students to be
engaged, adaptable, independent, and capable citizens.

A student in a residential liberal arts college is removed from many
of the immediate responsibilities of daily adult life, making the four
years of education extraordinarily privileged ones. Such an education,
however, must engage that world—both contemporary and historical, both
local and global. This engagement comes through individual and group
research, service learning, volunteer activities, summer internships, off-
campus study, and more.

The success of a Bowdoin education is evident in the capacity of
graduates to be informed and critically analytic readers of texts,
evidence, and conclusions; to be able to construct a logical argument; to
communicate in writing and speaking with clarity and self-confidence;
to understand the nature of artistic creation and the character of
critical aesthetic judgment; to have the capacity to use quantitative and
graphical presentations of information critically and confidently; and
to access, evaluate, and make effective use of information resources
in varied forms and media. These fundamental capacities serve as
crucial supports for a commitment to active intellectual inquiry—to
taking independent and multifaceted approaches to solving complex
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problems; knowing how to ask important and fruitful questions and to
pursue answers critically and effectively; sharing in the excitement of
discovery and creativity; and being passionately committed to a subject
of study. Graduates should thus have the ability to engage competing
views critically, to make principled judgments that inform their practice,
and to work effectively with others as informed citizens committed to
constructing a just and sustainable world.

Mission of the College
It is the mission of the College to engage students of uncommon promise
in an intense full-time education of their minds, exploration of their
creative faculties, and development of their social and leadership abilities
in a four-year course of study and residence that concludes with a
baccalaureate degree in the liberal arts.

Two guiding ideas suffuse Bowdoin’s mission. The first, from the College
of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, defines education in terms
of a social vision. “Literary institutions are founded and endowed for the
common good, and not for the private advantage of those who resort to
them . . . but that their mental powers may be cultivated and improved
for the benefit of society” (President Joseph McKeen’s inaugural address,
1802); “To lose yourself in generous enthusiasms and cooperate with
others for common ends . . . ; this is the offer of the College” (President
William DeWitt Hyde, 1903). The second idea stresses the formation of
a complete individual for a world in flux: there is an intrinsic value in a
liberal arts education of breadth and depth, beyond the acquisition of
specific knowledge, that will enable a thinking person “to be at home in all
lands and all ages” (President Hyde).

At the root of this mission is selection. First, and regardless of their
wealth, Bowdoin selects students of varied gifts; diverse social,
geographic, and racial backgrounds; and exceptional qualities of
mind and character. Developed in association with one another, these
gifts will enable them to become leaders in many fields of endeavor.
Second, it recruits faculty members of high intellectual ability and
scholarly accomplishment who have a passion for education, both of
undergraduates and of themselves, as life-long creators and pursuers of
knowledge.

The College pursues its mission in five domains:

1. Intellectual and Academic
The great mission of the College is to instill in students the love, the ways,
and the habit of learning.

General education in the liberal arts. The academic disciplines are
specialized modes of inquiry through which human beings perceive and
intellectually engage the world. Both their power and their limits have led
the College to make a long-standing commitment to general education.
Specialist faculty cause non-specialist students to become critically
acquainted with the perspectives and methods of disciplines in three
general divisions of learning: the natural sciences, the humanities and
the arts, and the social sciences. The College also sustains programs
of interdisciplinary study to reveal complicated realities not disclosed
by any single discipline. It requires study outside the perspectives of
Europe and the West; and it encourages study abroad to foster students’
international awareness and linguistic mastery.

The major field of study and independent work. Bowdoin places particular
emphasis on the academic major, a concentrated engagement with
the method and content of an academic discipline, in which advanced
students take increasing intellectual responsibility for their own
education. The College provides opportunities for honors projects and

independent study, enabling students to engage in research and writing
under the guidance of faculty mentors. The arrangement of teaching
responsibilities of Bowdoin faculty presupposes professional duties not
only of original scholarship and creative work but also of supervision of
advanced student projects.

Essential skills. The unevenness of American secondary education, the
diversity of student backgrounds, and the demands of college-level work
and effective citizenship all require that the College enable students
to master essential quantitative and writing skills and skills of oral
communication, with the guidance of faculty, other professionals, and
qualified student peers.
The College believes that technology is not education, but that it is
changing both education and society; and that it must be embraced by
pedagogy and research and made easily and dependably available to
students, faculty, and staff.

2. Social and Residential 
Bowdoin students are selected from a large pool of applicants for their
intellectual ability, seriousness of purpose, and personal qualities. By
design, they differ widely in their backgrounds and talents—be they
artistic, athletic, scientific, or otherwise. To enable such students to learn
from each other, and to make lasting friendships, the College is dedicated
to creating a rewarding and congenial residence life, open to all students,
which, with communal dining, is at the core of the mission of a residential
college. Bowdoin’s system is based on residence halls linked to restored,
medium-sized, self-governing College Houses.

The College devotes the talent of staff and faculty, and of students
themselves, to the creation of opportunities for student growth and
leadership in these residential contexts, reinforced by many volunteer
programs and activities, student-run campus organizations, and
opportunities to plan careers.

3. Athletic
Intercollegiate athletic competition against colleges with shared
academic values, and other non-varsity sports, can foster self-control,
poise, leadership, good health, and good humor. Bowdoin encourages
student participation in professionally coached varsity and club
programs, as well as intramural sports, and in an outing club program
that enables students to explore and test themselves in Maine’s rivers
and forests and on its seacoast and islands.

4. Esthetic and Environmental
The College is dedicated to constructing and preserving buildings and
campus spaces of the highest quality, believing that their beauty and
serenity shape campus intellectual and esthetic life and inform the
sensibilities of students who as graduates will influence the quality
of spaces and buildings in their towns, businesses, and homes. A
quadrangle of oaks and pines, ringed with historic architecture, and
containing two museums with major collections of art and Arctic craft,
deepens a Bowdoin student’s sense of place, history, and civilization.

As a liberal arts college in Maine, Bowdoin assumes a particular
responsibility to use nature as a resource for teaching and engaging
students—notably to help them obtain a broad sense of the natural
environment, local and global, and the effects and the role of human
beings regarding it.

5. Ethical
Implicit in and explicit to its mission is the College’s commitment
to creating a moral environment, free of fear and intimidation, and
where differences can flourish. Faculty and students require honesty
in academic work. Coaches instruct that fatigue and frustration are
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no excuse for personal fouls. Deans and proctors set standards of
probity and decency and enforce them, with student participation, in
College procedures. Yet, recognizing that life will present graduates with
ambiguities that call for certainty less than for balance and judgment,
Bowdoin makes few decisions for students, academically or socially
—perhaps fewer than do many other residential colleges. It does so
believing that students grow morally and sharpen personal identity by
exercising free individual choice among varied alternatives, curricular and
social. But the College also causes these decisions to occur in a context
of density and variety—of ideas, artistic expression, and exposure to other
cultures and other races—so that personal identity will not become an
illusion of centrality.

Bowdoin College seeks to be a fair, encouraging employer of all those
who serve the institution, providing opportunities for professional
development, promotion and personal growth, and recognizing the value
of each individual’s contribution to its educational mission.

From its history of more than two hundred and twenty five years
and its inheritance of buildings and endowment that are the gifts of
Bowdoin alumni there derives a corollary. If the College is to pursue
its educational purposes in perpetuity, its mission is also a provident
and prudential one. Succeeding generations of members of the College
must carry the costs of their own enjoyment of its benefits; as alumni
they remain a part of Bowdoin, assuming responsibility for renewing the
endowments, programs, and buildings that will keep Bowdoin a vital,
growing educational force for future generations of students and faculty.

Finally, Bowdoin’s intellectual mission is informed by the humbling and
cautionary lesson of the twentieth century: that intellect and cultivation,
unless informed by a basic sense of decency, of tolerance and mercy, are
ultimately destructive of both the person and society. The purpose of a
Bowdoin education—the mission of the College—is therefore to assist
a student to deepen and broaden intellectual capacities that are also
attributes of maturity and wisdom: self-knowledge, intellectual honesty,
clarity of thought, depth of knowledge, an independent capacity to learn,
mental courage, self-discipline, tolerance of and interest in differences
of culture and belief, and a willingness to serve the common good and
subordinate self to higher goals.

Environmental Mission Statement
The Bowdoin College community—being mindful of our use of the earth's
natural resources, our impact on the environment of coastal Maine, and
our responsibilities as members of a leading liberal arts college dedicated
to serving the common good—recommit ourselves to environmental
awareness and responsibility, and to actions that promote sustainability
on campus and in the lives of our graduates.

This reaffirmation by the College of long-held principles comes at a time
when the consequences of inaction are no longer abstract or shrouded
in uncertainty. Although study and deliberation must continue, our
accumulated knowledge about the effects of climate change demands
the identification and implementation of effective solutions that will
protect the environment while advancing economic development and
security here and abroad. It is clear that we must conduct ourselves in
a manner that meets our needs today without jeopardizing the ability of
future generations to meet their own.

Bowdoin's ongoing efforts on behalf of sustainability and environmental
stewardship take place in our classrooms, on campus, in our coastal
research facilities, and in the community.

• As an educational institution that has long derived great benefit
and much of its identity from the natural beauty of Maine, Bowdoin
has a special obligation to challenge its students and faculty to
examine, discuss, and debate issues of ecological preservation, social
justice, economic viability, and global responsibility. Accordingly, the
College will continue to incorporate environmental awareness into
the daily lives of students, and will ensure that Bowdoin graduates
have the ability, knowledge, and intellectual flexibility to confront
these complex issues through effective analysis and the application
of creative thought, sound judgment, and ethical action.

•  In its daily operations, the College will continue to reduce waste and
pollution through conservation, recycling, and other sustainability
practices. These efforts will continue to include the investigation and
implementation of new technologies and methods aimed at reducing
Bowdoin's impact on the environment.

• Bowdoin will also maintain its leadership role in the community by
applying research and volunteer effort toward identifying and helping
to solve the environmental challenges of Brunswick and Maine.

It is clear that actions taken or dismissed today will define the future
condition of our world and society. As educators, scholars, and citizens
long dedicated to the common good and privileged to "count Nature a
familiar acquaintance," we, the members of the Bowdoin community,
pledge ourselves and our efforts to this cause and to a just and
sustainable future.


